
110 A Dictionary 

of Lourdes. He was an outstanding exponent of the Marian doctrine 
of St. Alphonsus. His wide experience of retreats to seminarians and 
clergy found expression in his writings on the priesthood. He was a 
distinguished member of the French Society of Marian Studies from 
its inauguration. A few years before his death he was honoured by 
the French Government as Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur. Father 
Dillenschneider died among the students of the Strasbourg province 
in Ostwald on 5th February 1969. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Ephemerides Mariologicae, Madrid, 20 (1970) 245-252 (biography and com
plete bibliography); BG, II, 124-125; Ill, 290-291. 

DI MEO Alessandro 

Was born in Volturara in the diocese of Nusco on 3rd November 
17 2 6. He took his vows as a Redemptorist in Ciorani on 17th J anua
ry 1749 and was ordained priest in Nocera Inferiore on 20th Decem
ber 17 49. Highly esteemed by St. Alphonsus for his theological 
knowledge, he was made prefect of students as soon as he was or
dained. He continued for many years in his teaching and care for 
the students. He was consultor to St. Alphonsus during the time of 
the division occasioned by the Regolamento, from 1780 to 1786. He 
died in Nola on 20th March 1786. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Catalogo ... Italia, 66-67; A. M. Santonicola, Un eroe dimenticato Mater
domini, ·1916; Enciclopedia Cattolica, Rome, IV, 1950, 1609-1610; De Risio, 
233-258; SH, 2 (1954) 247; BG, II, 125; Ill, 291. 

DI NET'fA Ven. Vito Michele 

Was born in Vallata, Avellino, on 26th February 1787. His profes
sion, made in S. Angelo a Cupolo in times troubled by civil distur
bances, was annulled by the Rector Major, Blasucci, and was repeated 
in Iliceto on 2~th April 1808. He was ordained priest in Lacedonia 
on 30th March 1811. He became renowned for his missions in Cala
bria and for a time he served as noviCe master. He died in Tropea 
on 3rd December 1849. The cause for his beatification was intro
duced in the Apostolic process on 22nd June 1910 and the decree 
of the heroicity of his virtues was signed on 7th July 1935. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

A. Di Coste, L'Apostolo della Calabria: ven P. Vito Michele Di Netta C.SS.R., 
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Valle di Pompei, 1914; Schiavone, 33-35; Album, 29-30; Catalogo ... Italia, 
67; BG, II,, 126. 

DI NONNO Raffaele 

Was born in Campobasso on lOth February 1831. He took his vows 
as a Redemptorist in Ciorani on 25th April 1847 and was ordained 
priest in N"ocera Inferiore on 21st February 1855. He was a gifted 
preacher and respected as a theologian. On 9th August 1883 he was 
consecrated titular Bishop of Irina and coadjutor to the Bishop of 
Termoli, succeeding to the see on 11th February 1889. On 16th 
January he was promoted to the archiepiscopal see of Acerenza and 
Matera. He died in Montagano on 23rd June 1895. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Catalogo ... ltalia, 271; Schiavone, 138-139; BG, II, 126. 

DIONISIO CERQUEIRA 
See Vice-province of Resistencia. 

DI PAOLA Giuseppe 
The name is often written De Paola. He was born in Morra Irpina, 
Avellino, on 12th August 1762. He took his vows as a Redemptorist 
in Iliceto on 16th October 1785 and was ordained priest in Cava on 
lOth April 1787. After ordination he was sent to the studendate in 
Materdomini. He was prefect of students from 1793. He was con
sultor to Father Blasucci, Rector Major, from 1811 to 1817 and again 
to Father Mansione with the additional office of admonitor from 
1817 to 1823. After the death of the Rector Major he was Vicar 
General until the election of Father Code. Father Di Paola died in 
Pagani on 24th March 1826. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Catalogo ... Italia, 61; Schiavone, 231-232; SH, 2 (1954) 247-248; BG, II, 
110. 

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD 

The Congregation of that title was founded in China by Mgr. Celso 
Costantini, then Apostolic Delegate. The institute had been carefully 
planned since 1926 with a view to adapting the Church and Western 
religious life to Chinese conditions. In that year Archbishop Gostan
tini made a retreat in Sant'Alfonso, Rome together with six bishops 




